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Opus Dei in the History 
of the Church

• 1902: St Josemaria Escriva (1902-1975)

• 1928: Foundation of Opus Dei

• 1946: St Josemaria in Rome

• 1982: Erection of Opus Dei as a Personal 
Prelature

• 1992: Beatification of St Josemaria

• 2002: Canonisation of St Josemaria



Pope John XXIII (1958-1963)

• Peasant family of 13 children – formative years

• Studied in the building that is now PUSC

• Pastoral Experience, worked with the bishop of Bergamo

• Diplomatic Roles: Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Greece, 
France (1925–53),

• Patriarch of Venice (1953–58)

• ‘The Good Pope’

• Elected at 77 as caretaker Pope

• 3 months later announces ecumenical council

• Pacem in Terris

• Ospolitik

• Ecumenism

• Relations with Jewish People

• Canonized in 2014 along with Pope John Paul II

Obedientia et Pax



• Midway through the twentieth 
century, the Church remained 
united and growing despite world 
turmoil and persecution in some 
areas.

• New forms of birth control and 
attitudes towards divorce and 
abortion caused huge changes in 
the secular view of marriage and 
sexuality.

• The threat of nuclear war

• Decolonialization

• The Church too experienced 
upheaval in the sixties, and the 
changes are often associated with 
the Second Vatican Council.

• Pacem in Terris

• Mater et Magistra



The Revolution of 

John XXIII: The 

Second Vatican 

Council (Rome 

Reports) 54 mins



The Second Vatican Council

• St. John XXIII called the council in order to better 
equip the Church to meet the spiritual needs of the 
modern world.

• 1962-1965

• A pastoral Council

• Mercy & hope, not condemnations

• Present and future, not looking back

• Genuine ideas & participation, not a rubber stamp

• Phases of the Council: Ante-Preparatory, Preparatory, 
4 sessions

• The first session

• Discourse of the Moon

• Attended by bishops, religious, observers & auditors 
including lay people, married couples, representatives 
of non-Catholic religions.

• The council received much media coverage and is one 
of the key events of the Church in the twentieth 
century.

• When St. John XXIII died, Pope Paul VI called the 
council to continue, and it ultimately released sixteen 
documents including its four central “constitutions.”



Pope Paul VI 
(1963-1978))



Four Major Documents of Vatican Council II
• Lumen Gentium described the Church as a hierarchical community, governed with collegiality, where all members are called to be saints.
• Dei Verbum shows that Sacred Scripture & Tradition are fully linked as one deposit of God’s Word, & their interpretation is entrusted only to 

the Church Magisterium.
• Sacrosanctum Concilium called for active participation in the liturgy; opened the way for Church-approved liturgical changes including use 

of vernacular languages.
• Gaudium et Spes reflected St. John XXIII’s vision for the Church to better serve the world, & touched on many topics relevant to all people.



Historical & 
Theological 

Interpretations

• Discontinuity & rupture or reform & renewal in continuity of the one 
Church

• Some issues that have affected interpretations and understandings of 
the Council:

• Reading it as a human political event, ignoring the role of the Holy 
Spirit. Council Fathers were united in love for the Church, union 
with the Pope & pastoral concern for souls

• Centre v Periphery (Curia v Episcopate)

• Minority v Majority (these were not blocs or factions)

• Texts v Event

• Consensus v Compromise

• Official Texts v Other Sources

• John’s Council v Paul’s Council

• School of Bologna

• Benedict XVI, Address to the Roman Curia, 22 December 2005.



Robust Debates

1. Relations with Jewish people

2. Religious freedom

3. Episcopal collegiality

4. Ecumenism

5. The Church & Communism

6. Liturgical Reform



The Post-
Conciliar 
Period



Cultural Crisis & Social 
Change

• Decolonialization

• Vietnam War

• Affluence

• Paris, 1968

• Sexual Revolution

• Contraception, Abortion & Divorce –
spreading in society pre-Council

• Marxism

• Feminism



Pope Paul VI & the 
Post-conciliar Years

• Served many years in the Vatican Secretariat of 
State & as Archbishop of Milan, Paul VI 

• Paul VI sadly saw the optimism of the Council years 
overtaken by confusion & dissent. Various forms of 
dissent arose in the Church as part of a so-called 
“spirit of Vatican II” that actually rejected
orthodoxy & the teachings of the council.

• Focused on Christian unity & met with the 
Orthodox patriarch & two Archbishops of 
Canterbury.

• Visited the Holy Land, where he & the patriarch 
withdrew the mutual excommunications from 
1054

• Approved a New Order of the Mass & liturgical 
calendar.

• Travelled widely as Pope.

• Suffered greatly with the Church in these years but 
retained optimism & hope.



Paul VI reaffirmed the Church’s 
teaching on sexuality, including 
the prohibition on 
contraception, & prophetically 
warned of the moral 
breakdown that widespread 
sexual permissiveness would 
bring.



The Church in Holland

Karl Rahner (1904-1984)



Bishop Marcel 
Lefebvre (1905-1991) 
& SSPX

• Issues: Ecumenism, Religious Freedom, New Order of the Mass, 
Episcopal Collegiality

• Rejection of Vatican II

• Efforts of the Church to maintain union & accommodate liturgical 
practices, but the differences are doctrinal

• Ordination of 4 Bishops 30 June 1988 leads to excommunication. 
John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Ecclesia Dei, 2 July 1988.

• Benedict XVI lifts excommunication of the 4 bishops at their 
request. Benedict XVI, Letter Concerning the Remission of the 
Excommunication of the Four Bishops Consecrated by Archbishop 
Lefebvre, 10 March 2009

• Clarifies that doctrinal issues continue to separate the SSPX 
movement from full union with the Church.

• Groups that did not follow Lefebvre into schism or have returned to 
the Church: Priestly Fraternity of St Peter

• The ‘filial correction’ accusing Pope Francis of heresy over Amoris
Laetitia (SSPX figures involved)



1978: The Year of 
Three Popes

John Paul I, The Smiling Pope 
https://www.romereports.com/en/2020/11/24/va
tican-foundation-promotes-better-understanding-
of-the-smiling-pope/

https://www.romereports.com/en/2020/11/24/vatican-foundation-promotes-better-understanding-of-the-smiling-pope/


Pope John Paul II (1978-2005)



St John Paul II (1978-2005) 
Reform & Renewal

• One of the longest pontificates in history; published more than any 
previous popes. Upheld traditional teaching while also taking some original 
stances.

• 1st non-Italian pope in centuries, St. John Paul II became a popular figure 
worldwide.

• Born in Krakow as Karol Wojtyla, he studied philosophy & acted in 
underground theater in occupied Poland before entering the seminary.

• A seminary & university professor, Wojtyla participated greatly in the 
Second Vatican Council. (Philosophical works: Love & Responsibility, The 
Acting Person)

• 1st encyclical, Redemptor Hominis, outlined issues facing the modern world 
& pointed to Christ as the only solution, with an emphasis on human 
dignity.

• Proclaimed a Jubilee Year to open the third millennium and aimed to 
continue renewing the Church per the Second Vatican Council.

• Fought secular humanism 

• in the East, as Marxist Communism

• in the West, as consumerism & the “culture of death.”



Post-Conciliar Period

• Code of Canon Law, 1983.

• Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1992.

• Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2005.

• Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 2004.



St John Paul II

• Encyclicals

• The Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary

• 104 Apostolic journeys

• World Youth Days & Young People

• World Day of Prayer (inter-religious 
dialogue)

• Ecumenism

• New Ecclesial movements

• Catechesis on Theology of the Body

• Beatifications & Canonizations

• Example of suffering

• The New Evangelization

• Erection of Opus Dei as a Personal Prelature



Preparing for the New 
Millennium

Day of Pardon, 12 March 2000:

• As the Successor of Peter, I asked that "in this year of mercy the Church, strong in the holiness 
which she receives from her Lord, should kneel before God and implore forgiveness for the 
past and present sins of her sons and daughters“.

• "We cannot fail to recognize the infidelities to the Gospel committed by some of our brethren, 
especially during the second millennium. Let us ask pardon for the divisions which have 
occurred among Christians, for the violence some have used in the service of the truth and for 
the distrustful and hostile attitudes sometimes taken toward the followers of other religions." 

• Let us confess, even more, our responsibilities as Christians for the evils of today. We must ask 
ourselves what our responsibilities are regarding atheism, religious indifference, secularism, 
ethical relativism, the violations of the right to life, disregard for the poor in many countries. 

• We humbly ask forgiveness for the part which each of us has had in these evils by our own 
actions, thus helping to disfigure the face of the Church. 

• At the same time, as we confess our sins, let us forgive the sins committed by others against us.

http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/2000/documents/hf_jp-
ii_hom_20000312_pardon.html

International Theological Commission, Memory & Reconciliation: The Church & the Faults of the 
Past, 1999.

Novo Millennio Ineunte, 2001.



The 21st Century: The New 
Evangelization

Put Out into the Deep

• Vatican II & the Universal Call to Holiness

• Pope John Paul II: Novo Millennio Ineunte, 2001

• Pope Benedict XVI: The New Springtime

• Pope Francis: Evangelii Gaudium, 2013



Study Questions (MTF)

• Why did John XXIII convene the Second Vatican Council? What goals did he have in mind?

• What was the intended outcome of the Second Vatican Council, as expressed in its closing 

documents? What was the so-called “spirit of Vatican II” and how did it compare to the 

council’s actual message?

• What program or mission did John Paul II have for his pontificate, as described in Redemptor

Hominis and other writings?


