


Leo XIII (1878-1903)
• 1st Pope without temporal power since the 4th century

• Long, strong & positive pontificate

• Traditional – supports the Syllabus of Errors, but more positive 
about science & the world

• 87 Encyclicals

• Social Doctrine of the Church

• Leo XIII’s first encyclical listed the evils in society that were caused 
by ignoring the authority of the Church.

• He argued that hope for society lies in faithfulness to Church 
teaching, & asserted the importance of papal authority.

• Addresses challenges of the times: eg secular humanism
(materialistic belief in the human person without any sense of 
religion); Marxism

• Immortale Dei (1885): political authority comes from God & has a 
duty to Him, but the Church does not recommend a specific form of 
government. Progressives welcomed its closing invitation for 
Catholics to participate in modern, democratic governments.



Leo III

Leo XIII - a pope who changed 
the Church (Rome Reports)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
33FPn7zbmHE

Leo XIII, 1898.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=33FPn7zbmHE


Rerum Novarum, 
1891.

• Condemned socialism
• Condemned capitalism 
• Approved private property 
• Just wage
• Fraternal Christian love & duties 

between social classes.



Social Doctrine of the Church

• Rerum Novarum (On Capital and Labor) Leo XIII, 1891.

• Quadragesimo Anno (After 40 Years) Pius XI, 1931.

• Mater et Magistra (Christianity & Social Progress) John XXIII, 1961.

• Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) John XXIII, 1963.

• Populorum Progressio (Development of Peoples) Paul VI, 1967.

• Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) John Paul II, 1981.

• Sollicitudo Rei Socialis John Paul II, 1987.

• Centesimus Annus, John Paul II, 1991. 

• Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) John Paul II, 1995.

• Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love) Benedict XVI, 2005.

• Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth) Benedict XVI, 2009.

• Laudato Si' (On Care for Our Common Home) Francis, 2015.



Human Beings 
are Social by 

Nature

Man is by nature a social animal. An individual who is 
unsocial naturally and not accidentally is either beneath our 
notice or more than human. Society is something that 
precedes the individual. Anyone who either cannot lead the 
common life or is so self-sufficient as not to need to, and 
therefore does not partake of society, is either a beast or a 
god. 

Aristotle, Politics, (1.2.1253a28-30).



Human 
Flourishing

❑What is human 
flourishing?

❑Eudaimonia

❑As Individuals

❑As a Society

❑Flourishing is 
Interdependent

http://www.champaignchurch.tv/watch.php?vid=fe34ddda3



What do we need to Flourish?

Human Person

Physical

Mental/ 
Cognitive

Spiritual

Emotional

Relationships

Meaning

To be Human is to be Multidimensional.
The Good Life needs to take into account the Multidimensionality of the Human Person

ACU UNCC100, www.acu.edu.au



The Common Good

“The sum total of social conditions 
which allow people, either as groups or 
as individuals, to reach their fulfillment 

more fully and more easily.” 

CCC, 1906

https://www.aiche.org/conferences/aiche-annual-meeting/2017/events/diversity-and-inclusion-starting-and-
thriving-workplace



Common 
Good 

means…Good of 
All

Community 
above 

individual 
self-interest

Not necessarily 
equal distribution of 

resources – but 
according to need

Caring for every 
aspect of being 

human – not just 
physical needs

Everyone is 
Responsible for the 

Common Good

ACU UNCC100 www.acu.edu.au



Some 
Principles of 

Human 
Flourishing 

The Common Good CCC, 1905-1912

Human Dignity CCC, 1929-1938

Subsidiarity CCC, 1882-1885, 2209

Solidarity CCC, 1939-1942, 2437-2442

Preferential Option for the Poor CCC, 2423-2429

Participation CCC, 1913-1917

Promotion of Peace CCC, 1909

Universal Purpose of Goods CCC, 2402-2406

Stewardship of Creation CCC, 2415-2418, 299, 2402

Need all of them. They cannot be taken in isolation.

• Freedom of Association
• Right to Work
• Private Property



Stewardship of 
Creation: 
Australian-Style

https://m.facebook.com/watch/?v=888790164855385&_rdr

https://m.facebook.com/watch/?v=888790164855385&_rdr


Charles Darwin (1809-1882)

• On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural 
Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races 
in the Struggle for Life, 1859.

• The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to 
Sex, 1871.

• Natural Selection & Survival of the Fittest
• Theory of Evolution applied to human society & 

behaviour
• Interpretations promoted:

• Social Darwinism
• Economic Darwinism
• Eugenics



Sigmund Freud 1856-1939)
• Vision of Man
• Subconsciousness and repression
• Psychoanalysis
• Religion



Karl Marx (1818-1883) & 
Friedrich Engels (1820-1895)

Marx & Engels, The Communist Manifesto, 1848.

Marx, Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, 1867-
83.

Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private Property &
the State, 1884.

All history has been a history of class 
struggles, of struggles between exploited & 
exploiting, between dominated & dominating 
classes at various stages of social evolution … 
this struggle, however, has now reached a 
stage where the exploited & oppressed class 
(the proletariat) can no longer emancipate 
itself from the class which exploits & 
oppresses it (the bourgeoisie), without at the 
same time forever freeing the whole of society 
from exploitation, oppression, class struggles. 

(Preface to the Manifesto, 1883)

The Communists disdain to conceal their 
views & aims. They openly declare that their 
ends can be attained only by the forcible 
overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let 
the ruling classes tremble at a Communistic 
revolution. The proletarians have nothing to 
lose but their chains. They have a world to 
win.

(Communist Manifesto)



Pope Pius X (1903-1914)

• Belle Epoch, peace, scientific progress, optimism

• SPIRITUAL CHURCH, HERIARCHY, AUTHORITY, 
OBEDIENCE, TRADITION

• Simple background

• Pastoral: tireless pastoral work as parish priest, 
seminary rector, bishop & Patriarch of Venice.

• The Conclave: Independence from civil authority

• Restore all Things in Christ (Eph. 1:10)

• Spiritual focus, apolitical. Formation of priests, no 
priests in politics

• Traditional: respect authority & social order

• Italian participation in politics

• Code of Canon Law, 1917.

• Reform of Curia

• Fostered Catholic Action

• Liturgical renewal (Gregorian chant, revise Divine 
Office)

• Religious Education: Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine, Catechism of Pius X

• Pope of the Eucharist: Devotion, lowers age of 1st

Communion, fosters frequent communion

• Efforts to avoid WWI

• Canonized 1954.

• Modernism

• Fosters study of St Thomas Aquinas



Modernism: ‘Compendium of All Heresies’

• Liberal Protestantism influences Catholic theology

• Catholic intellectuals wish to address current ideas, drawing on 
science, psychology, philosophy, but end up adapting 
Christianity to fit. Rationalize the faith to make it acceptable to 
the modern mind by removing dogma & supernatural content

• Theory of Evolution: doctrines & Church evolve

• Influential minority, especially in France

• Religion: re psychological experience, not truth (relativism)

• Reject Aquinas & Scholasticism (at time of neo-Thomism –
Thomistic revival)

• Sacred Scripture: human writings re religious experience. No 
Divine Revelation. Jesus is not God. No Resurrection, no 
miracles

• Faith & Reason

• Alfred Loisy (1857-1940) excommunicated priest & theologian. 

Christ has even less importance in my religion than he does in 
that of the liberal Protestants: for I attach little importance to the 
revelation of God the Father for which they honor Jesus. If I am 
anything in religion, it is more pantheist-positivist-humanitarian 
than Christian.  Mémoires II, p. 397



Pius X & 
Modernism

• The Faith contradicts history & Catholic teaching cannot really be reconciled with the true origins of 
the Christian religion.

• In proscribing errors, the Church cannot demand internal assent

• God is not the author of the Sacred Scriptures. Exegetes must interpret it as a merely human 
document.

• The Evangelists wrote what they thought would help people, even if it was false.

• Jesus is not divine. ‘Jesus of history’ v ‘Christ of faith’

• The Resurrection didn’t really happen, nor was Christ’s death expiatory.

• The sacraments were invented by men over time, interpreting Christ’s intentions.

• Christ had no intention of founding a visible Church. It’s all interpretation & evolution of Gospel 
ideas over time.

• ‘The organic constitution of the Church is not immutable. Like human society, Christian society is 
subject to perpetual evolution.’ (n. 53)

• Simon Peter never thought Christ entrusted the primacy in the Church to him. The primacy of the 
Roman Church was political.

• The Church is hostile to the progress of the natural & theological sciences. 

• Truth is not immutable, because it comes from man & evolves with man.

• ‘Christ did not teach a determined body of doctrine applicable to all times & all men, but rather 
inaugurated a religious movement adapted or to be adapted to different times & places.’ (n. 59) 
Christian Doctrine evolved from Judaic to Pauline, then Joannine, then Hellenic & universal.

• The Church clings to immutable doctrines which cannot be reconciled with modern progress. 
Scientific progress demands that the concepts of Christian doctrine be re-adjusted.

• ‘Modern Catholicism can be reconciled with true science only if it is transformed into a non-
dogmatic Christianity; that is to say, into a broad & liberal Protestantism’. (n. 65)

Lamentabili, 1907 
(Holy Office)

Condemned 65 modernist 
propositions. 
For example:



Encyclical Pascendi
Dominici Gregis, 1907

• Intransigence

• Detailed critique of modernism

First of all they lay down the general principle 
that in a living religion everything is subject to 
change, & must change, & in this way they 
pass to what may be said to be, among the 
chief of their doctrines, that of Evolution. To the 
laws of evolution everything is subject -
dogma, Church, worship, the Books we revere 
as sacred, even faith itself, & the penalty of 
disobedience is death. (n. 26)

• Oath against Modernism

• Modernism re-emerges around 
Vatican Counci II

• Sodality of Pius V (Umberto Benigni. 
Never approved, suppressed 1921 -
suspicion)



Sillon & Notre Charge Apostolique, 1910.



Pius X

A look at St. Pius X's legacy: From reforms to 
World War I | Vatican (Rome Reports)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2GSq-0rwEw

Benedict XVI recalls the life and legacy of St. Pius 
X (Rome Reports)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjPjSiTQzVM

The tomb of Pope Pius X under the Presentation chapel altar in Saint Peter's Basilica, By MosheA - Own work, CC BY-SA 2.5, 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1426106.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2GSq-0rwEw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjPjSiTQzVM

